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You	turn	on	your	Android	phone	or	tablet	by	pressing	its	power	button	—	simple.	If	that	button	won’t	work,	your	device	isn’t	necessarily	broken	—	there	are	ways	to	bring	it	back	to	life.	This	problem	can	also	be	caused	by	hardware	damage.	Your	phone	or	tablet	may	not	be	powering	on	because	it’s	broken.	But,	if	there’s	a	software	problem,	the	steps
here	will	fix	it.	Charge	Your	Phone	or	Tablet	For	a	Few	Minutes	If	your	Android	device’s	battery	is	almost	dead,	you’ll	often	see	an	“empty	battery”	indicator	on	the	screen	when	you	try	to	turn	it	on.	But,	if	you	let	the	battery	completely	die,	your	phone	or	tablet	won’t	respond	at	all	when	you	press	the	Power	button.	To	fix	this	problem,	just	plug	your
Android	phone	or	tablet	into	a	wall	charger	and	let	it	charge.	You	can’t	just	plug	it	in	and	try	to	turn	it	on	immediately	—	you’ll	need	to	give	it	a	few	minutes	to	charge	first.	Plug	it	in	and	let	it	charge	for	fifteen	minutes	or	so.	Come	back	later	and	try	to	power	it	on	with	the	Power	button.	If	the	problem	was	caused	by	a	dead	battery,	it	should	boot	up
normally.	If	it	doesn’t	work	at	all,	try	plugging	the	device	in	with	a	different	cable	and	charger.	The	charger	or	cable	could	be	broken	and	preventing	an	otherwise-good	device	from	charging.	Pull	the	Battery	or	Long-Press	the	Power	Button	RELATED:	How	to	Power	Cycle	Your	Gadgets	To	Fix	Freezes	and	Other	Problems	Like	other	operating	systems,
Android	can	sometimes	hard-freeze	and	refuse	to	respond.	If	Android	is	completely	frozen,	your	device	may	be	powered	on	and	running	—	but	the	screen	won’t	turn	on	because	the	operating	system	is	frozen	and	not	responding	to	button	presses.	You’ll	need	to	perform	a	“hard	reset,”	also	known	as	a	“power	cycle,”	to	fix	these	types	of	freezes.	This
cuts	the	power	to	your	phone	or	tablet	entirely,	forcing	it	to	shut	down	and	boot	back	up.	On	a	phone	or	tablet	with	a	removable	battery,	you	can	remove	the	battery,	wait	about	ten	seconds,	and	then	plug	the	battery	back	in	and	boot	it	up.	On	a	phone	or	tablet	without	a	removable	battery	—	that	includes	most	modern	Android	devices	—	you’ll	need
to	long-press	the	Power	button.	Press	your	device’s	Power	button	and	hold	it	down.	You	should	only	have	to	hold	the	Power	button	down	for	ten	seconds,	but	you	may	have	to	hold	it	down	for	thirty	seconds	or	longer.	This	will	cut	the	power	to	your	phone	or	tablet	and	force	it	to	boot	back	up,	fixing	any	hard	freezes.	Perform	a	Factory	Reset
From	Recovery	Mode	RELATED:	How	to	Factory	Reset	Your	Android	Phone	or	Tablet	When	It	Won't	Boot	In	some	cases,	your	phone	or	tablet	might	begin	booting,	but	the	Android	operating	system	might	crash	or	freeze	immediately.	To	fix	this,	Android	can	boot	straight	to	a	recovery	mode	menu,	where	you	can	perform	a	factory	reset.	If	your	device
is	booting	up	before	freezing	or	experiencing	other	serious	problems,	use	recovery	mode	to	perform	a	factory	reset.	To	do	this,	you’ll	first	need	to	power	down	your	phone	or	tablet	and	then	boot	it	up	by	holding	down	several	buttons	at	the	same	time.	The	exact	combination	of	buttons	you	need	depends	on	your	device.	Perform	a	web	search	for	the
name	of	your	device	and	“recovery	mode”	to	find	the	buttons	it	needs.	For	example,	the	Samsung	Galaxy	S6	requires	you	to	hold	Volume	Up	+	Home	+	Power.	Restore	Your	Device’s	Firmware	RELATED:	How	to	Manually	Upgrade	Your	Nexus	Device	with	Google's	Factory	Images	If	your	device’s	software	is	damaged,	the	factory	reset	process	might
not	work.	You	may	need	to	restore	the	Android	operating	system	from	an	image	provided	by	your	device	manufacturer.	For	example,	this	may	occur	if	you’ve	been	messing	around	with	custom	ROMs	or	otherwise	performing	low-level	tweaks	to	the	system	software.	Depending	on	the	device	you	have	and	its	manufacturer,	this	can	be	easy	or	hard.	For
example,	Google	provides	easily	installable	firmware	images,	which	you	can	install	manually.	For	other	devices,	search	the	web	for	the	name	of	your	device	and	“reinstall	firmware”	to	find	instructions.	If	you’re	lucky,	the	manufacturer	will	give	you	an	easy	way	to	do	this.	Android	also	has	a	hidden	“safe	mode”	you	can	boot	into,	which	works	just	like
Safe	Mode	on	Windows.	In	safe	mode,	Android	won’t	load	any	third-party	software,	only	system	software.	On	some	devices,	you	can	only	boot	into	safe	mode	from	the	phone	while	it’s	already	running.	On	other	devices,	you	may	be	able	to	press	a	certain	button	while	the	phone	is	booting	to	have	it	boot	into	safe	mode.	Perform	a	web	search	for	the
name	of	your	device	and	“safe	mode”	if	you	want	to	try	using	safe	mode.	This	will	only	work	if	some	sort	of	third-party	application	is	freezing	your	device	after	it	boots.	This	normally	shouldn’t	be	possible,	but	it	could	happen.	Image	Credit:	Karlis	Dambrans	on	Flickr,	Karlis	Dambrans	on	Flickr,	Karlis	Dambrans	on	Flickr	Disable	your	microphone	by
tapping	Settings	>	Privacy	>	App	Permissions	>	Microphone	and	toggling	all	apps	to	the	white	switch.Disable	Google	listening	by	tapping	Settings	>	Google	>	Account	Services	>	Search	>	Voice	>	Voice	Match	>	toggle	to	off.Your	microphone	is	on	the	bottom	of	your	Android	phone.	This	article	teaches	you	how	to	turn	off	the	microphone	on	your
Android	phone	and	how	to	change	your	microphone	settings.	If	you	want	to	disable	your	Android	phone's	microphone	altogether,	the	process	is	relatively	simple	but	hidden	behind	a	few	menus.	Here's	where	to	look	and	how	to	disable	your	microphone.	Tap	Settings.	Tap	Privacy.	Tap	App	Permissions.	Tap	Microphone.	Toggle	all	the	apps	listed	to	the
white	switch.	If	you	only	want	to	disable	the	microphone	on	some	apps,	choose	to	toggle	them	accordingly.	Most	Android	phones	are	always	listening	in	some	way	because	they're	waiting	to	hear	you	activate	Google	Assistant.	If	you'd	prefer	to	switch	off	this	capability,	here's	what	to	do.	This	process	will	switch	Google	Assistant	off	across	all	phones
that	use	the	same	Google	account.		Tap	Settings.	Tap	Google.	Tap	Account	Services.	Tap	Search,	Assistant	&	Voice.	Tap	Voice.	Tap	Voice	Match.	Toggle	Hey	Google	to	Off.	Your	phone	will	now	no	longer	listen	out	for	Google	Assistant	prompts.	If	you	want	to	change	what	apps	can	use	your	microphone	on	your	Android	phone,	the	process	is	very	similar
to	disabling	it	entirely.	Here's	what	to	do.	Tap	Settings.	Tap	Privacy.	Tap	App	Permissions.	Tap	Microphone.	Look	through	the	apps	and	choose	which	ones	you	wish	to	disable	or	enable	by	toggling	the	green	or	white	switch.	The	microphone	on	Android	phones	is	usually	at	the	bottom	of	your	phone.	Look	at	where	you	plug	in	your	phone	to	recharge,
and	you'll	see	some	vents	or	holes.	It's	where	the	microphone	resides	and	where	you	should	speak	to	be	heard	by	others	or	to	speak	to	your	phone.	Don't	cover	the	microphone	with	your	hand	or	fingers	when	you're	making	a	call	or	using	the	microphone	in	some	other	way.		It's	a	common	concern	your	Android	phone	might	be	spying	on	you.	While
your	phone	will	listen	out	for	the	'Hey	Google'	prompt,	it's	not	tracking	what	you're	doing	or	recording	your	calls.	However,	if	you're	concerned,	you	can	follow	the	above	steps	to	disable	the	microphone	as	much	as	possible	while	still	receiving	and	making	calls.		Do	keep	a	regular	eye	on	what	apps	have	access	to	your	microphone	in	case	of	any	threats
from	malware	or	nefarious	sources.		You	can	also	check	the	Google	My	Activity	page	to	see	what	is	being	collected	by	Google	about	your	browsing	habits	and	the	apps	you're	using.	FAQ	How	do	I	turn	off	the	microphone	on	a	Bluetooth	headset	if	I'm	using	Android	Oreo?	Many	third-party	apps	in	the	Google	Play	Store	can	switch	your	sound	output	to
your	phone's	speaker.	Consider	downloading	Headphone	Mode	Off	or	Earphone	Mode	Off.	Or	search	the	Google	Play	Store	for	alternatives.	How	do	I	mute	the	Android	smartphone's	microphone?	Muting	and	unmuting	your	microphone	is	only	possible	if	you're	on	an	active	call.	If	you're	on	an	active	call	and	want	a	moment	of	privacy	or	need	to	speak
to	someone	without	the	other	party	hearing,	mute	your	Android	smartphone's	microphone	by	tapping	the	Mute	option	in	the	call	action	pane.	Tap	Unmute	to	return	to	the	call.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Autocorrect	is	one	of	those	smartphone	features	people	love	to	hate.	As
handy	as	it	can	be,	it	can	also	be	a	huge	annoyance.	We’ll	show	you	how	to	turn	it	off	for	good	on	your	Android	device.	Even	if	you’re	somehow	unfamiliar	with	the	term	“autocorrect,”	you’ve	probably	experienced	it.	When	you’re	typing	on	your	phone	or	tablet	and	the	keyboard	automatically	makes	a	correction	without	your	input,	that’s	autocorrect.	It
can	be	handy,	for	example,	when	you	mistakenly	type	“taxo”	and	it	corrects	the	word	to	“taco”	when	you	haven’t	even	realized	that	you	made	a	typo.	However,	a	lot	of	the	time,	autocorrect	can	“correct”	things	in	a	way	that	you	don’t	want,	but	the	good	news	is	that	you	can	turn	it	off.	We’ll	be	covering	how	to	turn	off	autocorrect	in	Google’s	Gboard
keyboard	and	the	default	Samsung	Keyboard	that	comes	on	Galaxy	smartphones.	Let’s	get	started.	RELATED:	The	6	Best	Software	Keyboards	for	Android	Turn	off	Autocorrect	in	Gboard	First,	swipe	down	twice	from	the	top	of	your	Android	smartphone	or	tablet’s	screen	to	reveal	the	Quick	Settings	toggles	and	tap	the	gear	icon.	Next,	go	to	the
“System”	section	in	the	Settings	menu.	Now,	select	“Languages	&	Input.”	Choose	the	“On-screen	Keyboard”	option	under	the	Keyboard	heading.	Tap	“Gboard”	to	open	the	Gboard	app	settings.	Now,	we	can	go	to	the	“Text	Correction”	section.	Scroll	down	and	toggle	off	“Auto-Correction.”	That’s	it!	No	more	autocorrections	will	mess	up	your	typing.
Only	your	own	typos	will	do	that	now.	Turn	off	Autocorrect	on	a	Samsung	Galaxy	Phone	First,	swipe	down	once	from	the	top	of	your	Samsung	Galaxy	device’s	screen	and	tap	the	gear	icon.	Next,	go	to	“General	Management.”	Select	“Samsung	Keyboard	Settings.”	All	you	need	to	do	is	toggle	off	“Predictive	Text.”	That’s	it!	The	keyboard	will	stop	trying
to	predict	what	you	meant	to	say	and	make	suggestions.	It’s	up	to	you	to	fix	your	typos	now.
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